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O’Kelly family tree (part 1)

Thomas Kelly
* Dublin?
† London

Catherine, née Byrne
* Dublin?
† London, 27 Feb. 1814

∞

Joseph Kelly
* Dublin, 7 June 1804
† Paris, 28 Oct. 1856

∞
Marie Anne Desirée Duval
* Desvres, 16 Feb. 1803
† Paris, 4 Feb. 1889

Boulogne-sur-mer, 15 Nov. 1826

Joseph (Toussaint) 
O’Kelly
* Boul., 29 Jan 1828
† Paris, 9 Jan 1885

(Louis) Auguste
O’Kelly
* Boul., 13 July 1829
† Paris, 16 Feb 1900

Charles (Frédéric) 
O’Kelly
* Boul., 17 Nov 1830
† Boul., 18 Oct 1897

George (Alexandre) 
O’Kelly
* Boul., 12 Oct 1831
† Paris?, after 1914

Gustave (Alfred) 
O’Kelly
* Paris 10 Sep 1841
† Boul., 25 Dec 1870
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O’Kelly family tree (part 1)        = musicians
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Joseph Kelly (1804-1856)

born in Dublin, emigrated with his father to London 
(before age 10)
arrived in Boulogne-sur-mer in 1825, married 15 Nov. 1826, 
five sons (1828, ’29, ’30, ’31, ’41)
established himself as piano teacher (‘professeur de musique’)
probably lived in Paris during mid- to late 1830s, possibly to 
enable their sons’s musical education
became a French citizen in Paris on 10 Oct. 1838
composition Les Boulonaises – Contredanses pour le piano 
avec accompagnement de violon et de basse (ad lib) (Paris: 
Tabareau, 1836) most likely by him (‘J. Kelly’) 
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Birth certificate of Louis Auguste (1829) with note on change of name to O’Kelly (1859)
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Joseph O’Kelly (1828-1885)
• educated in Paris (late 1830s, early 1840s). 

Teachers: George Alexander Osborne, Frédéric Kalkbrenner, 
Fromental Halévy, Victor Dourlen.

• 8 operas, 3 cantatas, 2 choral works, 34 songs (incl. collections), 
66 piano works (incl. collections) = > 220 compositions

• honours included Légion d’honneur (1881)
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Joseph O’Kelly (1828-1885) contd.

From 1872, many of his works were published 
by his brother Auguste. 
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Joseph O’Kelly (1828-1885) contd.
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Auguste O’Kelly (1829-1900)

• nothing known about early life
• probably a piano dealer
• music publisher in Paris, 11 rue Faubourg Poissonnière
• active 1872-1888, more than 1,400 published pieces, 

among them works by Joseph and George O’Kelly
• 1878: bronze medal at Exposition Universelle
• 1888-92: librarian at Conservatoire
• Secretary of Association des Artistes Musiciens
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Auguste O’Kelly (1829-1900) contd.
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Charles Frédéric O’Kelly (1830-1897)

• entered Blanzy Poure & Cie. 
in 1852

• transformed the company 
from an importing to a 
producing company

• Managing Director, 1867
• philanthropic activity
• suggested for Légion

d’Honneur
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George O’Kelly 
(1831 - after 1914)

• nothing known about early 
life and studies (most likely 
Paris)

• 1851: returns to Boulogne-
sur-mer as piano teacher

• At least three orchestral 
works, opera (1878), 
22 piano works + 18 songs 
published

• c1880: returns to Paris
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(Joseph Pierre) Henri O’Kelly (1859-193?)
• son of 

Joseph
from first
marriage

• studied at
Conservatoire
(1874-9), 
same class 
and same 
distinction as 
Debussy

• worked at Pleyel-Wolff, and as organist and choir-
master at St Germain l’Auxerrois (1881-98) and 
St Vincent de Paul (1890-at least 1913)

* Henri O’Kelly conducting at far left, photograph dated 1903
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Henri (Jean François) O’Kelly (1881-1922)

• son of (Joseph Pierre) Henri
• studied double bass at Paris Conservatory, won two 

first prizes, 1899 and 1900
• member of orchestra of Paris Opéra Comique
• member of prestigious Société des Concerts du

Conservatoire 
• resigned 1920 due to constant ill-health
• one publication: Polyorgane: 160 Pièces pour les 

‘Clés de fa’ (Paris: Sénart, c1920) – studies for db
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Gustave O’Kelly (1872-1937)
• son of Auguste (from first marriage)
• piano maker
• long-time 

archivist
and 
committee
member of
Association
des Artistes
Musicales
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Joseph O’Kelly (29 Jan. 1828 – 9 Jan. 1885)

François-Joseph Fétis: Biographie universelle 
des musiciens et bibliographie générale de la 
musique. Supplément et complément, 
ed. Arthur Pougin, vol. 2 (Paris, 1880)
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Joseph O’Kelly
Vieille Chanson du Jeune Temps (1862)

(flute arrangement)
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Merci beaucoup pour votre attention!

www.axelklein.de
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